
GROUPING KENTUCKY CORE ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR INSTRUCTION
A Critical Next Step for Highly Effective Teaching and Learning
PURPOSE: 
Provide teachers with a beginning approach to grouping standards/targets for effective instruction.

MATERIALS NEEDED:
· Highlighters (one for each potential unit/topic)

· Grouping Chart (located on page 2)
· Grade Level Kentucky Core Academic Placemats

DIRECTIONS:
· Using the grade level KCAS placemat, identify horizontal connections across the strands for standards/targets that may be “chunked” together.
· Highlight in one color those standards/targets that you may group together for an instructional unit/block.

· Record that group of standards on the Grouping Chart and assign a potential theme, topic, text, etc.

· Select a different color highlighter and repeat Steps 1-3.
· Continue until all standards/targets have been addressed /taught during a school year. (Most standards will obviously be addressed more than once!)
EXAMPLES OF WAYS TO GROUP STANDARDS:

· Group standards/targets into integrated units based on:

· Language Arts Strands

· Thematic Units

· Topics

· Groups of Related Texts (i.e. author studies or twin texts, etc.)

· Considerations:
· How many units can be completed in an instructional year
· What can the length of each unit be in an instructional year (i.e. nine 4 week units; twelve 3 week units, etc.)
· Identify other possible critical issues that should be addressed as decisions are made about how to teach all standards within an instructional year.
EXAMPLE:

Below is an example of a 5th grade, 3 week unit that uses the story entitled Frindle as a foundational text. While Reading Literature seems to be the primary strand addressed in this unit, connections to the other ELA strands are made by the identification and grouping of related standards for an integrated unit approach.
	Topic/Unit
	Reading Informational
	Reading Literature
	Writing
	Language
	Speaking/Listening
	Foundational
Skills K-5 

	Frindle

3 Week Unit
	RI.5.4
	RL.5.1

RL.5.6
	W.5.1.a
	L.5.4.a

L.5.2.a,b,d
	SL.5.1.a,b,c,d

SL.5.3
	F.5.4.a.c


KCAS GROUPING CHART
School: _________________________________________            Grade Level:______________________

	Topic/Unit
	Reading Informational
	Reading Literature
	Writing
	Language
	Speaking/Listening
	Foundational

Skills K-5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	



