VIGNETTE SET A: 

IS IT OR ISN’T IT FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT? 

Brief rationale is provided as to why it is or is not formative assessment. 

Vignette 1: Thumbs Up and Thumbs Down 

This teacher is using a formative assessment approach to collect evidence to adjust instruction. This is, therefore, an instance of formative assessment. 
Vignette 2: Structured Pair-Work 

This is an example of formative assessment where the posed questions and the peer conversations are used to elicit evidence of the students' understandings. In this context, the formative assessment process is embedded into the learning activity itself due to the teacher’s careful engineering of the activity. The students are able to self-reflect and get feedback from their peers. The teacher is able to listen to the conversations between students to note the current level of understanding for the class and for individual students. The teacher uses the information immediately to assist students in their learning by redirecting thinking, reinforcing ideas, or providing cues. 
Vignette 3: Collective Definitions of Success Criteria 

In this example of formative assessment the teacher is provided with information about student learning and the process used to gather that information also requires students to reflect on their own learning. This activity provides the teacher with information about how well the students understand the concept and how best to demonstrate that understanding. To fully participate in the activity, students must reflect on their own level of understanding as they analyze the work of others and provide reasons why they think there are gaps in understanding. 
Vignette 4: District-Developed Assessments 

In this example, we see neither teachers’ adjustment of their instruction nor students’ adjustment of their learning tactics. Thus, this probably well-intentioned distribution of the monthly exams’ results to parents would constitute a counter-example of formative assessment. 
Vignette 5: Classroom Quizzes 

This is not an example of formative assessment because the teacher does not use the evidence from the quizzes to adjust instruction, nor does the teacher provide direction to students for them to think meta-cognitively about their own learning. The only information the students receive is a score for the number of correct answers. This is an example of ongoing summative assessment, not formative assessment.
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