
Text Coding 

Readers jot down symbols in the margin of their text to represent their thinking.  Often these codes are merged with underlining, circling and making marginal notes.  Adding the code kicks the comprehension up another notch.  

You can create your own codes or use these:

	Text Codes 

	√     When you read something that makes you say, “Yeah, I knew that” or “I predicted that” or “I saw that coming”.

X     When you run across something that contradicts what you know or expect.

?      When you have a question, need clarification, or are unsure.

!       When you discover something new, surprising, exciting, or fun that makes you say cool, whoa, yuck, no way, awesome.


[image: image1]   When you read something that seems important, vital, key, memorable, or powerful.

When the reading really makes you see or visualize something.

8    When you have a connection between the text and your life, the world or other things you’ve read.

zzz This is boring.  I’m falling asleep.
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Reasons for Using Text Annotation

In order to annotate in a way that empowers later discussion, you must do two things:  
1.  Mark only the important sections and then stop 


2.  Write down your thinking in words.  

By using this strategy you will do the following:

· Keep more focused and engaged in the text.

· Your comprehension will be more conscious and intentional.

· This heightened awareness becomes especially useful when the text gets more difficult or when you need to remember the the information for later discussion and application.










