PLEASE KEEP THIS IN FRONT OF YOUR BINDER


(Course Name) Syllabus and Contract 2012-2013
EAST Classroom Expectations 
	Exhibit Safety
	Always be Respectful
	Stay on Task
	Take Responsibility

	Respect the space of others
	Treat all staff members with respect
	Listen and follow directions
	Be in assigned location on time

	Respect property
	Express yourself at appropriate times
	Participate in class activities
	Have materials

	Keep hands and feet to self
	Use acceptable language and voice
	Use time effectively and ask for help when needed
	Accept consequences


Class Rules (change as needed)
1. Follow directions the first time given. 

2. Be on time. Tardy = not in seat at bell. Four or more tardies = after school detention.

3. Complete all assignments. 

4. Stay seated and quiet unless told otherwise. 

5. Use appropriate, positive language at all times. 

6. Respect others’ space and property by keeping hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

*Before you do ANYTHING, remind yourself: Always, always, always be kind to everyone.

If you choose to break a rule: (change as needed)

Depending on the severity and frequency of the problem, students may have the following as a consequence for their actions:
	Stay after class and problem solve 
	Loss of privilege

	Phone call home
	After-school detention 

	Visit to a principal’s office
	ISS


What you will be learning: (insert course content here – example given is Eng II)
The nine sessions
1. Conventions of Standard English

2. Theme/Character/Point of View

3. Narrative Writing

4. Meaning/Text/Diction/Evidence

5. Persuasion/Argument

6. Compare/Contrast Multiple Mediums

7. Informative/Explanatory Writing

8. Research Skills

9. Presentation Skills

How you will be graded: Standards-based grading scale—Please see parent letter. 

Possible Texts: (keep or discard as needed.  Example given is Eng II)
The Bean Trees

Of Mice and Men

Night

House on Mango Street

Antigone

Fahrenheit 451

Julius Caesar 

Various Nonfiction Texts

Various short stories

--This is NOT an exhaustive list

(the section that follows -  to “EJHS SBDM Policy…” - may be used, discarded, or modified as needed)
Materials: For this class you will need to bring the following with you every day:

1. Pen or pencil

2. Binder (for this class only)

3. College-ruled notebook paper ( A LOT)

4.  5 Tab Dividers 

5. Jump drive for writing assignments

Hall Passes: You will have 1 hall pass per 4 weeks. Only one person can be out of the room at a time. Hall passes are not allowed during times when I am instructing the class, during any group presentation or in the first or last 10 minutes of class. Please do not ask to leave the room during these times. In order to use a hall pass, you must give me sign out with me and show me your student ID. If you do not have your student ID, you will not be able to leave my room. 

If hall pass privileges are abused: (i.e. I find out you are wandering the halls, making out with your boyfriend, and/or smoking in the bathroom), hall pass privileges will be revoked.

Technology Policy: Turn off and put away personal technology during the school day (This includes but is not limited to: cell phones, iPods, graphing calculators, etc). I do NOT want to see a cell phone or iPod out in my classroom. If I see a cell phone or iPod, I will take it. You will be able to retrieve it at the end of the day from Mr. Matthews or Mr. Lyons.

Absences and Make-Up Work: Every day I will post the day’s agenda, journal topic, and homework assignment on the class website. If you have questions about work you have missed, email me or come to my classroom before school, after school, or during my planning period (1st hr: 8:50-10:02). Do NOT interrupt any class to ask for makeup work. It is YOUR responsibility to get and complete this work.

EJHS SBDM Policy regarding Incomplete Writing Assignments: “…specific, standardized criteria must be met for each writing piece before it can be accepted. If the student does not meet the criteria or fails to complete the [major] assignment, a failing grade will be awarded and the student will receive no course credit. This policy is intended to enable student mastery of content while encouraging student accountability.” 

Contact Information (change to match your contact information)
Michelle Purcell

michelle.purcell@jessamine.kyschools.us (Best way to reach me)

Room 712

Feel free to call: (859) 885-7240 ext. 3166

 8:50-10:02 M-F (planning), After School

Class website: http://podcasting.jessamine.kyschools.us/groups/ejhspurcellwiki/

Classroom Procedures: (keep or discard at your discretion)
Before Class:

· Enter room quietly.

· Sharpen pencil if necessary. 

· Retrieve binder from shelf. 

· Read the white board for daily agenda, bellringer, and vocab words

· Be seated, ready to begin bellringer when bell rings or you will be counted tardy.

During Class:

· Stay in your seat throughout class unless you have permission from me to leave your seat.

· Follow the daily routine we will practice in class:

· Bellringer: Follow the instructions to complete posted on the board (approximately 10 minutes).

· Vocabulary: Copy vocabulary words from the board on Mondays. You will have four words per week with a cumulative quiz each Friday

· Standards Review: Review previously addressed standards. Address concerns and misconceptions (5 minutes).

· New Standard: Look at the day’s new standard/s. Paraphrase the standard and discuss (5 minutes).

· Application/Practice: Practice and apply understanding of standards by doing any of the following taking notes, reading and analyzing passages, group work, individual work, discussion, hands-on activities, etc. (40 minutes)

· When time allows we will spend the last ten minutes of class responding to a journal entry.

· Exit Slip: Revisit Standard, Gauge understanding (5 minutes) 

After Class:

· Remain seated until the bell rings. 

· After the bell rings, return your materials neatly to your class’s shelf.

· Push in your chair. 

· Quietly leave the room.
August 2012


Dear Parent or Guardian,

Welcome to a new school year! There are some changes you will encounter this year in your student’s academic life. East Jessamine High School is moving towards standards based learning and grading. Each day, when students come into class, there will be a standard-based learning target posted in the classroom. After instruction, there will be a learning check to see if students have mastered the standard. If they have not mastered the standard, we will review and remediate. 

The primary purposes of grades are to reflect a student’s achievement level in relation to the course standards and to communicate that achievement to students and parents. Grades will be computed based on achievement of course standards. Assessments are designed to measure the level mastery of course standards. Assessments will include tests, projects, and performance tasks. Individualized remediation will be used to insure that each student achieves mastery of the course standards. The achievement grade will appear on the student’s report card. 

When you look at your child’s grade in Infinite Campus, you will see progress on each of the standards. 

· Summative assessments allow the teacher to assess the student’s ability to apply and synthesize all of the information they’ve learned. This is where the grade will come into play. The summative assessment grades will be computed based on the achievement of learning targets for each unit of study. Summative assessments are designed to measure the level of mastery of the learning targets. The level of mastery will be graded on the following scale. 

	E
	Exceptional
	98-100
A
	The student demonstrates analysis and applications that exceed expectations.  

	M
	Mastery
	90-97
A
	The student demonstrates analysis and applications that allow him/her to function independently at a high level.

	A
	Approaching Mastery
	80-89
B
	The student demonstrates knowledge and skills  that allow him/her to function independently with few misconceptions.

	P
	Partial Mastery
	70-79
C
	The student demonstrates misconceptions and partial understanding of the knowledge and skills.

	N
	No Mastery
	1-69
F
	The student does not demonstrate understanding of knowledge or skills.

	I
	Incomplete
	0
F
	Missing work


· Formative Practice, or learning checks, allow the student to assess their progress while “forming” the ability and understanding required to complete the target. Classwork and homework are preparation for formative practice. A “0” is not acceptable and students who do not complete assigned homework will be assigned to do remediation in an after-school detention.  After formative practice is completed, checked, and returned, students will use the information to self-assess their progress in preparation for the summative assessment. Formative practice will be assessed using the same scale as summative assessments (refer to chart above), but no grades will be assigned. 
· Life Skills are behaviors that are vital to a student’s success in class. These skills will be recorded in Infinite Campus, but will not be a part of the student’s achievement grade. There is a direct correlation between a student’s conduct in class and their learning. If your student is struggling, looking at their performance in the “Life Skills” category in Infinite Campus will give you valuable insight into how your student’s behavior in class is affecting their achievement. 
Non-Academic Reporting:  Life Skills
	Responsibility
	Work Habits
	Cooperation

	Punctual
	Uses time effectively in order to complete tasks
	Attitude

	Prepared
	Sets goals/reflects
	Respectful of others and materials



Communicated through the following scale:
	
	Responsibility
	Work Habits
	Cooperation

	E/M
	Consistent
	Consistent
	Consistent

	A
	Frequent
	Frequent
	Frequent

	P
	Occasional
	Occasional
	Occasional

	N
	Rare
	Rare
	Rare


Please know we are transitioning into standards based grading because we believe it will best benefit student learning. Please feel free to contact us with any questions you have.

Sincerely,

EJHS 
Class Contract—(insert course name here)
**Students: Please sign and date to indicate that you have reviewed and understand the syllabus, specifically the procedures, rules, and policies you will be expected to follow.  This must be returned. 

Name__________________________________

Signature_______________________________

Date__________________

Email__________________________________

 (Your school email is first name.last name@stu.jessamine.kyschools.us).

***Parents/Guardians: Please review the syllabus and sign and date to indicate that you understand the classroom procedures, rules, and policies that your child will be held accountable for while in my classroom.  Please also provide your email so I can send weekly announcements. 

Name__________________________________

Signature_______________________________

Date__________________

Email__________________________________

Please circle the best way to contact you:

Email
letter



Phone call

Questions/Comments/Concerns:
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